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D.O.B. 12/12/52


EDUCATION
1966 - 1970    
Bishop Noll Institute, Hammond, Indiana

1970 ‑ 1971    
Thornton Community College, South Holland, Illinois

1975 ‑ 1977    
Thornton Community College, South Holland, Illinois

1978 ‑ 1981    
Purdue University, Hammond, Indiana

                  


Associate Degree in Applied Science

                  


Electrical Engineering Technology

1984 ‑ 1988    
Purdue University, Fort Wayne, Indiana

                  


Bachelor of Science Degree

                  


Electrical Engineering Technology


PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP
International Association of Arson Investigators

Indiana Association of Arson Investigators

American Academy of Forensic Sciences

National Association of Fire Investigators
National Fire Protection Association

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA 921 Committee Member 2004 through 2018)
International Association of Electrical Inspectors

ASM International

Tennessee Chapter IAAI


CERTIFICATES
Certified Fire and Explosion Investigator, NAFI 1992
Certified Fire Investigator, IAAI 2004
Certified Vehicle and Fire Investigator, NAFI 2013
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ADDITIONAL TRAINING
Illinois Chapter International Association of Arson Investigators Fire Investigation Training Conference  8/83

The Related Sciences of Fire Investigation Seminar  9/83

Cause and Origin Determination ‑ Allen County Fire Arson Specialized Team

Legal Problems Update ‑ Allen County Fire Arson Specialized Team

Cause and Origin Determination ‑ Barker and Herbert Analytical Laboratories, Inc.

Interview Technique ‑ Saskatchewan Government Insurance

Evidence Gathering Techniques ‑ Allen County Fire Arson Specialized Team

Indiana Arson and Crime Association Seminar  

How to Conduct a Fire Investigation with Special Sessions on Explosion Investigation and Vehicle Fires ‑ Department of Engineering Professional Development, University of Wisconsin ‑  Madison  9/87

Arson Photography Course ‑ Eastman Kodak & Nikon, Inc.

American Gas Association ‑ Gas Standards for Appliances 

Maycor Training Seminar  -  Appliance Seminar 9/91

American Academy of Forensic Sciences ‑ Fire Science Seminar 2/93

National Fire, Arson, and Explosion Investigation Training Program 8/92

American Academy of Forensic Sciences- Fire Science Symposium 2/95

International Symposium on the Forensic Aspects of Arson Investigation 7/95

NFPA 921 Fire & Explosion Seminar 9/97

Fire Dynamics Seminar 8/98

Tennessee Chapter IAAI Annual Seminar 8/98

Ivy Tech State College, NFPA 921 6/2000-8/2000

Indiana IAAI Seminar on Evidence Spoliation and Electrical Fire Investigation 6/01

Defense Research Institute, Inc., Fire & Casualty Seminar 9/19/02

Indiana IAAI Seminar of Fire Scene Preservation 2/22/03

Root Cause Analysis Training by Bayer 6/17/03

NFPA  Fall Education Conference11/16-19/2003

Defense Research Institute, Inc., Fire & Casualty Seminar  11/20-21/03

Fire Findings Seminar, Gas Appliances 11/04

Defense Research Institute, Inc., Fire & Casualty Seminar  11/17-18/05

IAAI  Annual Training Conference  4/30/06 -5/5/06

ISFI Seminar 2006 6/26/06 – 6/28/06
CEA Industry Forum 2007 “How Fires Affect TVs and Other Electronic Devices” 10/14/2007 – 10/15/2007

New Mexico IAAI Seminar Origin and Cause, Electrical Fire Investigation, Subrogation and Explosive Recognition (Taught Electrical Fire Investigation portion) 9/22/08-9/26/08

IAAI Fire and Explosion Investigations: Utilizing NFPA 1033 and 921 7/12/09

IAAI The Scientific Method for Fire and Explosion Investigation – Updated 2009 7/21/09

Fire Findings, Investigation of Gas and Electrical Appliance Fires (Taught 16 hours of Electrical portion, Attended 16 hours of Gas portion) 10/10/09-10/13/09

56th Annual Ohio Arson School, Taught 3 hours “Appliance Fire Investigation”, 8/3/10
ISFI 2010, International Symposium on Fire Investigation Science and Technology, 9/27-29/2010
IAAI Arc Mapping Basics, 4 hours, 9/24/11

IAAI Digital Photography and the Fire Investigator 11/22/11
IAAI Fundamentals of Residential Building Construction, 3 hours, 11/19/12

IAAI Explosion Dynamics, 4 hours, 11/19/12
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IAAI A Ventilation-Focused Approach to the Impact of Building Structures & Systems on Fire 3/7/13
NAFI Vehicle Fire, Arson & Explosion Investigation Science and Technology Seminar, 32 hours, 9/30/13 – 10/3/13
IAAI Basic Electricity, 4 hours, 7/1/14

IAAI Process of Elimination 12/28/14

IAAI Documenting the Event, 4 hours 7/20/15
IAAI Fire Investigator Scene Safety 7/20/15
IAAI NFPA 921 and 1033 1014 Editions: Important Revisions, 3 hours 2/24/16

IAAI Effective Investigation and Testimony, 3 hours 1/14/17

IAAI Investigating Motor Vehicle Fires, 4 hours, 5/16/17

Safety Compliance Management OSHA Asbestos Awareness Training, 2 hours, 7/12/17

IAAI Ethical Duties Beyond the Fire Scene, 3 hours, 9/25/17

IAAI Fundamentals of Interviewing, 4 hours, 9/27/17
IAAI Fire Chemistry, 3 hours, 2/13/18

IAAI Evidence Examination: What Happens at the Lab, 4 hours, 4/12/19

IAAI Investigating Natural Gas Systems, 3 hours, 9/19/19

IAAI Understanding Undetermined, 3 hours, 9/19/19

IAAI Introduction to Appliances, 3 hours, 4/23/20

IAAI Residential Natural Gas Systems, 3 hours, 5/5/21

IAAI Residential Electrical Systems, 4 hours, 5/5/21

IAAI Fire Flow Analysis, 3 hours, 9/21/21

IAAI Critical Thinking Solves Cases, 4 hours, 9/28/21

IAAI Critical Evaluation & Testing of Commonly Reported Accidental Causes, 3 hours, 9/19/22

IAAI Electric & Hybrid Vehicle Design Basics, 3 Hours, 4/27/23

IAAI Electric & Hybrid Vehicle Fires, 3 hours, 7/28/23

IAAI Fire Protection Systems, 3 hours, 7/28/23

IAAI Introduction to Fire Dynamics & Modeling, 4 hours, 8/2/23

IAAI NFPA 1033 and Your Career, 2 hours, 10/24/24

IAAI Lithium-Ion Battery Fires, 3 hours, 4/25/25

IAAI Lighting Fundamentals, 3 hours, 4/30/25

IAAI Emerging Technologies in Fire Investigation, 3 hours, 5/1/25

IAAINFPA 1033 & 921” 2022/2021 Editions Important Updates, 3 hous, 5/2/25
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EXPERIENCE
1995 to Present
Self Employed, DBA ElectroTek Consultants, Inc., an independent 



forensic investigation company specializing in Fire, Electrical & 




Forensic Investigations.
1996 to 1/01/07
Owner/Instructor, Fire Finding Laboratories, L.L.C., Benton Harbor,




MI.  An independent forensic laboratory specializing in providing




technical training.
1983 to 1995

Barker and Herbert Analytical Laboratories, Inc.

                   
           207 Main Street, P.O. Box 438




New Haven, IN  46774





Responsibilities have included product failure analysis of 





equipment believed to have caused a fire, as well as fire





origin and cause determination. Prior to leaving I was the



          
 
Engineering Laboratory Manager

1983 to 1988    
Allen County Fire Arson Specialized Team

                   
           Allen County, IN





Responsibilities have included fire origin and cause 



                     
determination with specialization in electrical examination.

1981 to 1983     
General Diagnostics

                      

Cedar Knolls, NJ  07927





Responsibilities included the on‑site repair of malfunctioning biomedical equipment usually on an emergency basis.

1976 to 1981

Audio Tech Service




Burnham, IL 





Responsibilities included electronic repair of stereo equipment and televisions.  Conducted service calls as well as while-you-wait repairs.

ARTICLES WRITTEN 

Potential Fire Hazard of Automatic Drip Coffee Makers (Published in The Investigation,

the quarterly publication of the IAAI, 1988)

Electricity 101 for fire investigators (Co-authored with Jack Sanderson in Fire Findings,

Winter 1994)

Coffeemaker Fires (Fire Findings, Winter 1996)

Spoliation of Evidence (Published in the Tennessee IAAI 35th Annual Seminar Material

August 1997)

Arc Mapping (Fire Findings, Spring 2005)

